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A House in Corfu is the story of one of the most beautiful places on earth, still astonishingly unspoilt,

on the west coast of Corfu. In the early 1960s, Emma Tennant's parents, on a cruise, spotted a

magical bay and decided to build a house there. This book is the story of that house, Rovinia, set in

42 hectares of land above the bay where legend has it Ulysses was shipwrecked and found by

Nausicaa, daughter of King Alcinous. It is also the story of the people who have been at Rovinia

since the feast in the grove at the time of putting on the roof - Maria, a miraculous cook and the

presiding spirit of the house, and her husband Thodoros - and of the inhabitants of the local village,

high on the hill above the bay. Full of colour and contrast, A House in Corfu shows the huge

changes in island life since the time of the building of the house, and celebrates, equally, the joy of

belonging to a timeless world; the world of vine, olive and sea.
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"Tennant describes the spirit of enjoying another culture more gently, less aggressively than Mayle

or even Mayes. She floats through it more dreamily, leaving an even greater desire for some other

place."-Susan Salter Reynolds, "Los Angeles Times Book Review" "Exercise caution when reading

this book-it's likely to induce a serious longing to hop on the next flight to Greece."-"Booklist" "A

delightful memoir . . . [Tennant] eloquently renders the stark beauty of the landscape, the seductive,

treacherous sea, the delicious cuisine."--"Publishers Weekly"

Emma Tennant was born in London and spent her childhood in Scotland. Her most recent books



include three volumes of memoirs, and a novel.

A unusual story...charming and very well written. I liked it enough to buy this copy after having

checked it out of my library.
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